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If you are required to complete the Public Financial Disclosure Report (SF 278) or the Confidential Financial Disclosure Report (OGE Form 450), here is some guidance on reporting gifts on your report.

First, you are required to report on your financial disclosure report gifts received by you, your spouse, or your dependent child, if the gifts received from any one source, during the reporting period, have a total fair market value of more than $260.  [5 CFR 2634.304(a)]

Second, you are required to report travel-related reimbursements aggregating more than $260 in value which you receive during the reporting period from any one source.   [5 CFR 2634.304(b)]

Third, for the purpose of completing your financial disclosure report, "gift" is defined as "a payment, advance, forbearance, rendering, or deposit of money, or anything of value, unless consideration of equal or greater value is received by the donor."  [5 CFR 2634.105(h)]   For example, if you pay the donor the fair market value of the item, then it is not a "gift," and you do not have to report it.

Fourth, here are 12 items that do not have to be reported on your financial disclosure report.

1.   Bequests and other forms of inheritance.   [5 CFR 2634.105(h)(1)]

2.   Suitable mementos of a function honoring you.   [5 CFR 2634.105(h)(2)]

3.   Food, lodging, transportation, and entertainment provided by a foreign government within a foreign country,  or  provided by the United States Government, the District of Columbia, or a State or local government or political subdivision thereof.   [5 CFR 2634.105(h)(3)]

4.   Food and beverages which are not consumed in connection with a gift of overnight lodging.   [5 CFR 2634.105(h)(4)]   For example, the "food and beverage exception" to the requirement to report gifts on your financial disclosure report would apply to food and beverages received at a banquet.  Thus, if you and your spouse are given free tickets to attend an awards banquet, you do not have to report this gift.   [5 CFR 2634.304(d)(Example 3)]

5.   Communications to your office, including subscriptions to newspapers and periodicals.   [5 CFR 2634.105(h)(5)]

6.   Consumable products provided by home-State businesses to the offices of the President or Vice President, if those products are intended for consumption by persons other than the President or Vice President.   [5 CFR 2634.105(h)(6)]

7.   Gifts received from relatives.  [5 CFR 2634.304(c)]   For the purpose of completing your financial disclosure report, the term "relative" is defined as "an individual who is related to the reporting individual, as father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, great uncle, great aunt, first cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, grandfather, grandmother, grandson, granddaughter, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half brother, half sister, or who is the grandfather or grandmother of the spouse of the reporting individual, and shall be deemed to include the fiance or fiancee of the reporting individual."   [5 CFR 2634.105(o)]

8.   Gifts received "during a period in which the filer was not an officer or employee of the Federal Government."   [5 CFR 2634.304(c)]

9.   Food, lodging or entertainment received as "personal hospitality of any individual."   [5 CFR 2634.304(c)]  "Personal hospitality of any individual means hospitality extended for a nonbusiness purpose by an individual, not a corporation or organization, at the personal residence of or on property or facilities owned by that individual or his family."   [5 CFR 2634.105(k)]   "Personal residence means any real property used exclusively as a private dwelling by the reporting individual or his spouse, which is not rented out during any portion of the reporting period.  The term is not limited to one's domicile; there may be more than one personal residence, including a vacation home."   [5 CFR 2634.105(l)]

10.   Any gift with a fair market value of $104 or less.   [5 CFR 2634.304(c)]   As noted above, you are required to report gifts on your financial disclosure report if you receive, during the reporting period, gifts from any one source having a total fair market value of more than $260.  Any gift that has a fair market value of $104 or less does not have to be aggregated when you report gifts on your financial disclosure report.  In other words, when you are determining if the gifts you received from a single source add up to more than $260, you do not count any gift that has a fair market value of $104 or less.   [5 CFR 2634.304(d)]   For example, if you receive three gifts from the same source and each has a fair market value of $100, you do not report any of them.

11.   Anything given to your spouse or dependent child totally independent of their relationship to you.  [Instructions to the SF 278, page 8]

12.   Travel-related reimbursements given to your agency in connection with your official travel (for example, travel payments accepted under the authority of 31 U.S.C. 1353).   [Instructions to the SF 278, page 9]

Finally, the fact that you don't have to report these 12 items on your financial disclosure report does not automatically mean that you are allowed to accept them.  You still have to find a provision in the gift rules that allows you to accept these items.  In other words, it's a two-step process.  The first question is whether you may accept the gift.  If that is permissible, then the second question is whether you have to report the gift on your financial disclosure report.

