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Here are 20 sources of guidance on rental cars.

1.   US Government Car Rental Agreement Number 3.  This document is 19 pages long.  It became effective on October 1, 2002.  The document is managed by Headquarters, Military Traffic Management Command.  The document is available at:


http://www.mtmc.army.mil/CONTENT/6603/CAR3.pdf
Portions of interest include the following.  Paragraph 7 states in part:  "Charging the renter's credit card for damage to the rental vehicle is prohibited where the renter was on official duty at the time the damage occurred."

Paragraph 8 states in part:  "Government employees who are age 18 or older, if otherwise eligible, may rent and operate vehicles under this Agreement when on official business."

Paragraph 9 and 9b(8) state in part:  "Government renters will not be responsible for loss or damage to the vehicle except as stated below in paragraph 9.b.   ...[T]he Company hereby assumes and shall bear the entire risk of loss of or damage to the rented vehicles...   except where the loss or damage is caused by one or more of the following...   Operation of the vehicle by a person other than an authorized driver (See Par. 8)."

2.   Six sections from the GSA travel regulations:


41 CFR section 301-10.400


41 CFR section 301-10.401


41 CFR section 301-10.450


41 CFR section 301-10.451


41 CFR section 301-10.452


41 CFR section 301-10.453

3.   Clamor v. United States, 240 F.3d 1215 (9th Cir. 2001) (a Department of the Navy employee in TDY status was involved in an accident while driving a rental car and was found to be not acting within the scope of his employment).

4.   Chufo v. Department of the Interior, 45 F.3d 419 (Fed. Cir. 1995) (an action against a government employee for misuse of a vehicle leased by the government cannot be based on misuse of a vehicle that the government employee leased as an individual).

5.   Matter of Captain Kenneth R. Peterson, USA, 65 Comp. Gen. 253, B-217921, January 29, 1986 (the government may pay the rental car company for damages to the rental car, since the rental car was being used for official business when the accident occurred).

6.   Office of Government Ethics (OGE) Informal Advisory Opinion 98 X 8, dated June 25, 1998.  This four-page opinion is on the OGE website at:

http://www.usoge.gov/pages/advisory_opinions/advop_files/1998/98x8.html
DoD guidance.

7.   Joint Federal Travel Regulation (JFTR) paragraph U3415, which is entitled "Special Conveyance Use."  The JFTR applies to military members in the DoD.  JFTR subparagraph U3415G is entitled "Limited to Official Purposes."  The JFTR is available at:

http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/jftr.pdf
8.   Joint Travel Regulation (JTR) paragraph C2102, which is entitled "Special Conveyances Use."  The JTR applies to DoD civilian employees.  JTR subparagraph C2102E is entitled "Use Limited to Official Purposes."  The JTR is available at:

http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/jtr.pdf
9.   "Temporary Duty (TDY) Travel Entitlements."  This is the title of a document that is both Appendix O to the Joint Federal Travel Regulation and Appendix O to the Joint Travel Regulation.  Rental vehicles are discussed at paragraphs T4020B and T4030C.  Appendix O is available at:

http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/jftr/jftr-ao.txt
10.   "Ethics Issues in Government-Contractor Teambuilding."  This is a 45-page document that is dated 15 July 1999.  Pages 38-41 discuss travel and transportation, including rules that apply to rental vehicles.  The document is on the website to the DoD Standards of Conduct Office (DoD/GC-SOCO) at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics/dod_oge/partwd.doc
Air Force guidance.

11.   Air Force Instruction 24-101, Passenger Movement, 25 March 2002, paragraph 3.29.  Paragraph 3.29 is entitled "Vehicle Rental" and is about one-half of a page long.

12.   Air Force Instruction 21-110, Engineering and Technical Services Management and Control, 1 August 2000, paragraph 4.11.5  (rental car policy when unit members travel together with Contractor Engineering and Technical Services (CETS) employees).

13.   "Rental Vehicles."  This is a seven-page except from the "Military Commander and the Law" Handbook.  It is on the website of the Tort Claims and Litigation Division of the Air Force Legal Services Agency (AFLSA/JACT).  It is available at:

https://aflsa.jag.af.mil/GROUPS/AIR_FORCE/JAC/jact/SOURCE/GeneralTortsPage.html
14.   "Renting a Car on TDY Orders."  This is a four-page document.  It is described as a sample article for the base newspaper.  The document is on the website of the Tort Claims and Litigation Division of the Air Force Legal Services Agency (AFLSA/JACT).  It is available at:

https://aflsa.jag.af.mil/GROUPS/AIR_FORCE/JAC/jact/SOURCE/GeneralTortsPage.html
15.   AFLSA/JACT Memorandum For All Claims Offices, "Insurance for the U.S. in Rental Vehicle Accidents," dated 2 October 2002.  This seven-page document is on the website of the Tort Claims and Litigation Division of the Air Force Legal Services Agency (AFLSA/JACT).  It is available at:

https://aflsa.jag.af.mil/GROUPS/AIR_FORCE/JAC/jact/SOURCE/GeneralTortsPage.html
16.   "General Tort FAQs."  This is a five-page document.  There is a section called "Rental Car Questions" on pages 2-3.  The document is on the website of the Tort Claims and Litigation Division of the Air Force Legal Services Agency (AFLSA/JACT).  It is available at:

https://aflsa.jag.af.mil/GROUPS/AIR_FORCE/JAC/jact/SOURCE/FAQs-GeneralTorts.htm
17.   Opinion of The Judge Advocate General of the Air Force (OpJAGAF) 2000/78, A&AS Contractor and Government Employees Riding in the Same Vehicle, 1 November 2000.

18.   Opinion of The Judge Advocate General of the Air Force (OpJAGAF) 1996/158, Travel in Contractor Vehicles and Aircraft, 18 October 1996.

19.   Opinion of The Judge Advocate General of the Air Force (OpJAGAF) 1996/44, Use/Status of Rental Cars While on Temporary Duty, 29 March 1996.

20.   Opinion of The Judge Advocate General of the Air Force (OpJAGAF) 1984/39, Propriety of Spouse Accompanying Member in Rental Vehicle on TDY, 24 July 1984.

