POINT  PAPER  ON  THE  OGE  OPTIONAL  FORM  450-A

--
Introduction.  Each October certain DoD employees are required to complete the OGE Form 450, which is called the Confidential Financial Disclosure Report.  In 1997, the Office of Government Ethics (OGE) approved a short, one-page form that can be used in place of the OGE Form 450 by employees who have not had any change in the information that must be reported on the OGE Form 450.  If an employee has a lot of information to report on the OGE Form 450, and there has been no change in that information in the last year, the employee can complete the short form and save some time.  The short form is the OGE Optional Form 450-A (“Form 450-A”) and is called the “Confidential Certificate of No New Interests.”  The purpose of this point paper is to state the rules for DoD employees on completing and filing the Form 450-A.

--
Every four years.  Employees who are required to file a Confidential Financial Disclosure Report must complete the OGE Form 450 every four years, in years that are divisible by four, i.e., in 2004, 2008, 2012, etc.  In other years, employees may be able to file the Form 450-A instead of the OGE Form 450.

--
Eligibility.  You are eligible to file the Form 450-A if:


(1)
You filed the OGE Form 450 in 1997 (or you filed the OGE Form 450 in 1996 and the Form 450-A in 1997),  and


(2)
You have no new information that would have to be reported on the Form 450.

--
Obtaining the form.  The Form 450-A is on the website of the Office of Government Ethics.  However, the DoD has modified the Form 450-A slightly to add a supervisor’s signature line and some other verbiage at the bottom of the form.  Thus, DoD employees who want to use the Form 450-A may not use the version that is on the website of the Office of Government Ethics.  Rather, DoD employees must use the DoD version of the Form 450-A.  The DoD version is available on the website of the DoD Standards of Conduct Office at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics/resource_library/forms_software.htm 

--
Completing the form.  After you complete and sign the Form 450-A, you must give it and your most recent OGE Form 450 to your supervisor.  Your supervisor signs at the bottom of the Form 450-A.  Also, if you want to file the Form 450-A next year (i.e., in 1999), you should keep a copy of the most recent OGE Form 450 that you have filed.

--
Background.  In a letter dated 19 Sep 97, DoD/GC approved use of the Form 450-A by DoD employees.  In a 23 Sep 97 letter, HQ USAF/JAG forwarded the DoD/GC letter to all Air Force legal offices.  The Form 450-A is discussed at JER section 7-300b(3).
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